
STRAND 2: DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT AND CIVIC PARTICIPATION
2.2 NETWORK OF TOWNS

ROIS / SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
 (GALICIA - SPAIN) 

2-5 NOVEMBER 2021

EUROPEAN VOICES 
CHALLENGING EUROSCEPTICISM

EUROPE FOR CITIZENS “PROGRAMME 2014-2020”

MEETING I

PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES
 · TUESDAY 2 NOVEMBER

Arrival of the participants

20:30h. Welcome dinner Hotel Gelmirez

22:00h. Welcome speech and summary of the program of activities.

 · WEDNESDAY 3 NOVEMBER

09:30h Presentation of the project "European Voices Challenging
Euroscepticism",  welcome speech by: 

- Mr. Ramón Tojo - Mayor of Rois 
- Mr. Jesús Gamallo - General Director of Foreign Affairs and EU relations

Topic: "Causes and consecuences of euroscepticism"

10:15h Challenges for the European Union, addressed by  Ms. Pilar 
Freire Esparís, professor from the University of Santiago

10:45h Coffee Break

11:15h Panel of speakers

Topic Present & future of the EU

- EU bene�ts at local, regional and national level by Ms. Eva Lorenzo,       
   vicedirector of EU relations
- Solidarity and cooperation in times of crisis by Ms. Rocío Ovalle,
   coordinator of Red Cross Galicia
- Which opportunities are given by the EU by Ms. Cristina Villadóniga,
   Technician on European Affairs
- Gender equality in Europe, the youth situation by Ms. Lucía
   Carballeira, expert on equality.

13:00h Lunch at San Martín Pinario Monastery

16:15h Optional - Guided visit to the Old Town of Santiago

- Saint James Way
- Cathedral
- Holy door
- Praza do Obradoiro
- Alameda

21:00h Dinner at Hotel Gelmirez 

 
· THURSDAY 4 NOVEMBER

09:30h Of�cial reception at the Parliament of Galicia by the 
Vicepresident:

- Dialogue on the reality of the European Union
- Programs to get to know the democratic institutions

Topic: Active citenship

11:00h Cultural visits:

- Museum of Pilgrimage
- Mercado de Abastos: �sh and seafood market

13:00h Transfer from the hotel to "Pazo Faramello (lordly house)" 

13:15h Lunch at the palace

16:30 Meeting at the headquarters of the multinational CORTIZO

 - What means to an enterprise the EU common market ?

18:00 Of�cial ceremony of brotherhood including musical 
performances

- Signature of the friendship oath

19:30h Closing speech by a Galician authority from the
Autonomous Government

19:45h Spanish wine & tapas

20:30h Dinner at restaurant Fogar do Selmo 

 · FRIDAY 5 NOVEMBER

Departure of the participants

FRANCE

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

ITALY

LITHUANIA

LATVIA

ROMANIA

SLOVAKIA

GREECE

MALTA

BULGARIA

SWEEDEN

CZECH REPUBLIC

POLANDTHE NETHERLANDS

HUNGARY

CROATIA

DENMARK

AUSTRIA

LUXEMBOURG

GERMANY

FINLAND

ESTONIA

SLOVENIA

BELGIUM

IRELAND

CYPRUS

PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES



PARTNERSHIP

Municipality of Athienou 
(CYPRUS)

Municipality of Wieliszew
(POLAND)

Municipality of Corbi
(ROMANIA)

Municipality of Klanjec
(CROATIA)

Municipality of Castelmola
(ITALY)

Municipality of Nikopol
(BULGARIA)

(FRANCE)
Municipality of Male Dvorniky

(SLOVAKIA) (DENMARK)(SPAIN)(AUSTRIA) (GERMANY)

(SLOVENIA)(LUXEMBURG) (IRELAND)(CZECH REPUBLIC)
Digg’ Out

(THE NETHERLANS) (BELGIUM)

Municipality of Ukmerge
(LITHUANIA)

Municipality of Laaneranna
(ESTONIA)

Municipality of Rēzekne
(LATVIA)

Junta de Freguesia Alqueidao
(PORTUGAL)

Municipality of Kurikka
(FINLAND)

Municipality of Haninge
(SWEDEN)

Municipality of Erdökürt
(HUNGARY) (GREECE)

Southern Regional Council
(MALTA)

SUMMARY
European Voices Challenging Euroscepticism - EVCE is a project 
promoted by the Municipality of Rois (Galicia - Spain) and funded 
by the European Commission through Europe for Citizens
Programme.

The project will be implemented from November 2021 until June 
2022 aiming to promote the dialogue between citizens from 27 
Member States of the European Union. The main topic addressed 
will be the Euroscepticism, its causes and its
consequences. In order to have a deeper knowledge on the topic, the 
project includes 

4 MEETINGS:

MEETING I
Spain: Kick off - Brotherhood signature

MEETING II
Malta: the unsolved reality of migrations

MEETING III
Hungary: a rising euroskeptical society

MEETING IV
Greece: the Foundations of the European Union

The programs of activities is designed to encourage citizens to 
debate actively about the proposed topics with local speakers and 
experts. Sessions will be based on non formal education: including 
round tables, workshops and cultural opportunities to discover what 
joins the European citizens. The partnership includes local bodies, 
NGO's, educational centres as well as Youth Centres, which creates 
a very transversal atmosphere to address and challenge the main 
topic: euroscepticism.

LOREM IPSUM

This measure funds municipalities and associations to work together 
to make their cooperation more sustainable and exchange of good 
practices. It is the next step up from town twinning projects that 
foster more short term cooperations. 

NETWORKS OF TOWNS
Networks of Towns are expected to:

Integrate a range of activities around the subject(s) of common 
interest to be addressed in the context of the Programme’s objectives 
or multi-annual priorities.

Have de�ned target groups for which the selected themes are parti-
cularly relevant and involve community members active in the 
subject area (i.e. experts, local associations, citizens and citizens’ 
groups directly affected by the theme, etc.).

Serve as a basis for future initiatives and actions between the towns 
involved, on the issues addressed or possibly on further issues of 
common interest

Rois (Spain) ,  4th november to 2021

Nosotros, Alcaldes y sus Representantes, personalidades de la sociedad civil, libremente elegidos por el sufragio 
de nuestros ciudadanos, convencidos de responder a las aspiraciones y a las necesidades reales de nuestros 
entornos, conscientes de que nuestras civilizaciones y nuestros pueblos encontraron su cuna en las antiguas 
"ciudades", que fueron pioneras en la conquista del espíritu de libertad y más tarde, en las autonomías locales 
que supieron forjar. 
Considerando que la obra de la historia debe continuar a escala universal, pero que este mundo no será 
verdaderamente armonioso hasta que los hombres vivan libres en ciudades libres, afirmando nuestro
compromiso en el respeto de los derechos inviolables e inalienables de las personas, reconociendo que la 
interdependencia creciente de nuestras sociedades necesita un orden democrático internacional, base de una 
paz duradera mundial y convencidos de que los lazos que unes a los municipios y entidades de nuestro
continente son un elemento esencial para desarrollar una ciudadanía europea y para promover una Europa 
con rostro humano.

EN ESTE DÍA ADOPTAMOS EL SOLEMNE COMPROMISO

Respetando las relaciones establecidas ente nuestros países, y de acuerdo con el principio de subsidiaridad, 
mantener lazos permanentes entre nuestros municipios a fin de dialogar, intercambiar e experiencias y 
poner en práctica toda acción conjunta susceptible de enriquecernos mutuamente en todos los ámbitos de 
nuestra competencia, favorecer y apoyar los encuentros entre nuestros ciudadanos con el fin de desarrollar, 
a través de una mejor comprensión mutua y una cooperación eficaz, el sentimiento de la fraternidad europea 
al servicio de un destino común, actuar según las reglas de hospitalidad, respetando nuestras diferencias en 
un clima de confianza y con un espíritu solidario, garantizar a todos la posibilidad de participar en los 
encuentros entre nuestros municipios y entidades sin discriminación de ningún tipo. 
Promover, por medio de nuestros intercambios, los valores universales de la libertad, la democracia, la
igualdad y el Estado de Derecho, unir nuestros esfuerzos para ayudar, en la medida de nuestras posibilida-
des, al éxito de este necesario compromiso por la paz, el progreso y la prosperidad lo que en realidad
representa a la:

JURAMENTO DE HERMANAMIENTO

UNIÓN EUROPEA

We Mayors and their Representatives , freely elected representatives of our fellow-citizens, certain that we
act on behalf of the sincere wishes and real needs of our populations, aware that our civilizations and peoples 
found their origins in our ancient free local communities, that the spirit of liberty was first recorded in the 
freedom won by them, and later, in the local self-governments they were able to found.
Considering that history shall continue in a wider world, but that this world will be truly humane only in so far 
as men and women live freely in free cities, convinced of the necessity of respecting the principle of subsidiary, 
Affirming our value of respecting human rights, which we hold as inviolable and inalienable, recognizing that 
the growing interdependence of different national societies necessitates an international, global democratic 
order, the foundation for a real peace, convinced that the ties that bind the towns of our continent constitute 
a fundamental element upon the path towards developing European citizenship and thus promote a Europe of 
human dimensions.

DO TAKE, ON THIS DAY, A SOLEMN OATH

According to the relationships established between our countries, to maintain permanent ties between the 
governments of our municipalities in order to promote our dialogue, to exchange our experiences and to 
implement all joint activities which may foster mutual improvement in all domains that fall within our
competences, to encourage and support exchanges between our fellow citizens in order to ensure, through 
greater mutual understanding and efficient cooperation, the true spirit of European brotherhood for our now 
common destiny, to act according to the rules of hospitality, with respect for our diversities, in an atmosphere 
of trust and in a spirit of solidarity, to guarantee for all people the possibility of participating in the exchanges 
between our communities without discrimination of any form.
To promote the universal values of liberty, democracy, equality and the rule of Law, through our exchanges and 
cooperation, focus our efforts using all the means at our disposal to supporting the success of this essential 
undertaking for peace, progress and prosperity, which is:

THE EUROPEAN UNION

OATH OF TWINNING
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